Strategic planning for the TotalCare Cancer Center at Los Alamitos Medical Center with data analysis of caseloads before and after opening.
To evaluate the significance of the new TotalCare Cancer Center at Los Alamitos Medical Center during its first 6 months of operation. This study evaluates the short-term impact that the center has had on patient caseload in the areas of infusion and radiation oncology. Two 6-month time blocks were evaluated using the cancer registry database. Cases were reviewed to determine the number of patients that received chemotherapy and radiation therapy at Los Alamitos Medical Center prior to and directly after the initiation of the TotalCare Cancer Center to determine if the initial goals laid out by the administration were met. The same number of patients received chemotherapy at the hospital prior to and directly after the center was opened and few patients received radiation therapy in the first 6 months after the center was opened. The TotalCare Cancer Center did not appear to have the desired impact on caseload as was desired by the administration within the first 6 months of operation. However, overall caseload did increase over that time period, concluding that there may be a lag in overall affect of the new center.